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COURSE OUTLINE
1. GENERAL

SCHOOL | ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT | ARCHITECTURE
LEVEL OF COURSE | UNDERGRADUATE
COURSE CODE | ARC_8800 SEMESTER OF STUDIES | 80
COURSE TITLE | RESEARCH THESIS

TEACHING HOURS
INDEPENDENT TEACHING ACTIVITIES PER WEEK ECTS CREDITS

Seminars 4 10

COURSE TYPE | Theory, Field of Science, Skills Development

PREREQUISITE COURSES: | None

TEACHING AND | Greek, English
ASSESSMENT LANGUAGE:
THE COURSE IS OFFERED | NO
TO ERASMUS STUDENTS

COURSE WEBPAGE (URL) | http://www.arch.upatras.gr/en/study/undergraduate/arc980-research-
thesis-4250.html

2. LEARNING OUTCOMES
Learning outcomes

The successful completion of Research Thesis is one of the major prerequisites for acquiring the Diploma
of Architect Engineer. It certifies the student's ability to conduct theoretical or other research (not design
led research) with an adequate degree of originality, accuracy and methodological rigour. The course
aims to familiarize students with the methodological tools and processes of academic research and
writing, per se, or as effective skills for practicing architecture.

The course introduces academic architectural research as a process for innovative creation of new
knowledge, and specifically in the various fields of design as unconventional and interrogative process of
revisiting and "reshaping" existing knowledge. Students should be able to realise the epistemological
idiosyncrasy of architecture on the threshold between science and art, hard sciences and humanities,
thus explore the very broad spectrum of approaches to conducting research.

The course introduces academic research methodology (e.g. finding and making good use of literature
sources,

[ ]
General Abilities
e Searching, analysis and synthesis of facts and information, as well as using the necessary
technologies

e  Respect for diversity and multiculturalism
e  Respect to natural environment

e Independent and group work
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e Multi-disciplinary work
e  Decision making
e  Excercise of criticism and self-criticism

e  Promotion of free, creative and inductive thinking

e Demonstration of social, professional and ethical responsibility.

e  Work design and management

3. COURSE CONTENT

xiil.

Introduction to the topic - Basic concepts
Conceptual Framework, Theory and Methodology
Personal Research and Analysis Workshop
Personal Research and Analysis Workshop
Research Outcome and Critic

Writing

writing

Writing

Developing presentation material

Second Iteration of writing

Second Iteration of writing

Editing Text and images

Presentation and book editing

4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS - ASSESSMENT

TEACHING METHOD

Laboratory work face to face and seminars in small groups.

USE OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGIES

Specialized architectural design software for drafting and modeling
(in two and three dimensions) and digital image processing.
Support learning through the e-class platform.

TEACHING ORGANIZATION

Activity Work-load during
semester

Lectures and seminars 10
Seminars and Design Workshops 25
Analysis of reference works 40

Core project development 25

Course Total

(25 hrs of work-load per ECTS 100

unti)

STUDENT ASSESSMENT

The attendance of lectures and laboratory courses is obligatory.
Students are assessed by the exercises and the final presentation at
30% and 70% respectively.

5. RECOMMENDED LITERATURE

Books:

e Tafuri, Manfredo, “Towards a Critique of Architectural Ideology”, in Architecture Theory
Since 1968, Edited by K. Michael Hays, Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 2000,
Originally published in Contropiano 1, 1969Betsky, Aaron, and Erik Adigard, (2000), Architecture
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Must Burn: a manifesto for an architecture beyond building, London: Thames & Hudson.

e Tafuri, Manfredo, Architecture and Utopia: Design and Capitalist Development, , Cambridge,
Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1976

e Foucault, Michel, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison,

e Barthes, Roland, Mythologies

Periodicals:

i. ARQ Architectural Research Quarterly
ii. Journal of Architecture




